
Notes from Mr. Thompson: 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

 

2
nd

 Week of Lent: 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 (ESV) 
“And Hannah prayed and said, ‘My heart exults in the Lord; my horn is exalted in the Lord. My mouth derides my enemies, be-
cause I rejoice in your salvation. There is none holy like the Lord: for there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions 
are weighed. The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble bind on strength. Those who were full have hired themselves 
out for bread, but those who were hungry have ceased to hunger. The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children 
is forlorn. The Lord kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up. The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he 
brings low and he exalts. He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with princ-
es and inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, and on them he has set the world. He will guard the 
feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, for not by might shall a man prevail. The adversaries of the 
Lord shall be broken to pieces; against them he will thunder in heaven. The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed.’” 
  
Within these ten verses there are two stories. The first is Hannah’s, a barren woman who desired to have a child and a life with 
meaning and who was rescued from herself by God’s mercy. The second is a story of the people of God travelling each year to 
“worship and sacrifice to the Lord at Shiloh.” These two narratives intertwine in 1 Samuel 1 and in the midst of the two accounts 
we see what is known as “Hannah’s prayer.” 
  
There is perhaps no greater image of a broken world (particularly in ancient cultures) than that of the “barren” woman. The pres-
sures to produce an heir and insure an inheritance in Israel were so tremendous that “barrenness” might describe not only the 
physical but also the spiritual and social condition of the afflicted. After years of this, Hannah recognized that her grief had be-
come sin and her mourning had become an “affliction” (1 Samuel 1:11), so at Shiloh she sacrificed that which enslaved her to 
the Lord. Upon repenting, she vowed that if she were ever to have a child, she would dedicate him to the Lord — rather than 
using her child as proof of her worth to those who had been judging her. She soon conceived and later returned with her son, 
who she gave as an apprentice to Eli the priest. This boy was Samuel, the first of the great Old Testament prophets. 
  
If any parent thought their child was precious, it was Hannah. Still, she must have known her role in his life was a temporary 
one. When we see Hannah “exult in the Lord” from her heart, and “find strength” in him (v. 1), she is being restored by the one 
thing permanent and true in the world (v. 2). Hannah understood then that behind every condition, physical or spiritual, the 
Lord’s creative power is at work, and not hers. (vv. 6-8). She rejoiced in that knowledge and was liberated. 
 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, though we may not all desire the same things that Hannah desired, we too suffer from trying to make tempo-
rary and fleeting things in life permanent. Help us to recognize and repent of our sin and put our strength in the Rock, your son, 
Jesus Christ. In Christ’s Name, Amen. 
    www.redeemer.com/learn/resources_by_topic/lenten_devotionals/lent_day_7_the_prayer 
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Tragedy in Parkland Florida 
 
Dear parents and guardians, 
In light of the recent tragic events in Parkland, Florida, I would like to take a moment to address concerns some of you may be 
having at this time. Of course our hearts go out to those directly involved - it is a deep loss to all of humanity when events like 
this occur. As we keep those families in our thoughts and prayers, we can't help but look to our own families, realigning our 
priorities and doing whatever we can to make sure that our loved ones are safe from harm. 
 
I want to assure you that, as always, the safety and security of the children in our care is our highest priority. While unforeseen 
events can always occur, we do our best to make sure that we are prepared to deal with any crisis that may arise. We know 
that you put your trust in us, and all of us on staff take that very seriously. 
  
Of course, a question that may have come up in your household is, "How do I talk to my child about something like this?" 
We are sure many of you are already handling this in the manner you see fit. But, for those of you who welcome a little guid-
ance, here are some suggestions: 

 First, for parents of younger children, consider doing what you can to keep them unaware. Young children from 3 to 7, 8, or 

9 (depending on your child) should be protected from this information as much as possible. Most of them have not yet devel-
oped the capacity to understand it, and trying to explain it may lead them to overgeneralize or, worse, may create unnecessary 
fears. Of course, you know your child best, so use your own discretion. 

 Secondly, it's important that we adults can sensibly deal with the topic before we try to talk to our children. If you are not 

able to talk about this calmly and rationally, then avoid doing so until you feel you are coping well. Modeling healthy ways of 
coping with sadness and other emotions, so that children can learn healthy behaviors themselves, is an important method of 
helping your child. 

 If your child is aware of this news, open dialogue by asking them what they know and are thinking and feeling.  Encourage 

him/her to talk about their feelings, and be a good listener. Avoid diminishing their feelings. If they say they are scared, instead 
of telling them "There's no need to be scared," remind them that the perpetrator was caught and focus on what the adults in 
their lives do to keep them safe. 

 It may be very developmentally appropriate to be vague with small children, but don't tell untruths. Lies do not help the 

child through the healing process or help develop effective coping strategies for life's future tragedies or losses. 

 Use this time to help your older child understand loss and death and encourage him/her to ask questions about it. 

 Children don't grieve or deal with this sort of information on the same schedule. Many children will seem as if they haven't 

thought about it at all and suddenly they may bring it up. Be prepared to talk about it and understand that it takes time for chil-
dren to process and cope with these feelings. 
Remember that you are the best judge as to whether or not to share this information with your child. They may end up hearing 
about it whether you want them to or not. So, make sure you are prepared to watch for signs of grief, apprehension, or sadness 
and then make sure they know you want to understand them as they talk about it. 
If you would like additional information or a referral for additional support, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 

“And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you.” 
Psalm 9:10 

 
RE-ENROLLMENT   It is time to Enroll for the 2018-2019 School Year:  Please contact Mrs. Brewer to complete the regis-
tration process. Don’t miss out on the early registration discount for those that register before March 1

st
.  

 
Thrivent Choice Dollars:  Thrivent members can designate donations from Thrivent directly to Concordia simply by naming 
“Concordia Lutheran School” as the recipient for your Thrivent Choice Dollars. For more information, contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or go online at www.Thrivent.com and click on “Thrivent Community” and then “Thrivent Choice”. 
 
GO COUGARS:   

 God’s Blessings to our Concert Choir and our Concert Band as the perform tonight at the IGSMA Organizational Contest 
hosted at Germantown Hills MS.  

 Way to show your “SMARTICALS” ! Our Scholastic Bowl Teams are off to a great start this season.  See a match for your-
self Thursday March 1

st
 at Concordia vs Holy Family, 4:00 P.M.  

 God’s Blessings to our Varsity Boys’ Basketball as they wrap up their season with the G.L.S.A.A. tournament this week-
end. 

 
Watch For: 
March 5

th
: Parent - Teacher Conferences RSVP forms will be sent home 

March 9th: Parent - Teacher Conferences RSVP forms are to be returned to your student’s teacher 
March 16

th
: Report Cards and Parent - Teacher Conferences Schedules sent home 

March 22
nd

 & 23
rd

: Parent – Teacher Conferences 
 

 



AR STORE DONATIONS 

Does your child love visiting the AR store?  Sadly, they are seeing some pretty empty shelves these days.  Please keep the AR 

store in mind as you are out shopping.  We would greatly appreciate any donations, big or small, that you can give. 

 

Special Persons Day 

We are looking for a few able bodied men and women to quickly clean up chairs and floor tarps after 2:00 dismissal, March 

29th. Please call the office if you are available. 

 

 

BLOOD CANCER RESEARCH  

Each student should have brought home a donation box. The donations will be collected and tallied weekly in each classroom. 

You can also donate online by classroom or you can set up a collection page for your child under the classroom page through 

the website below. Each child who raises $100 will receive a wrist band which will allow them to eat free at Olive Garden the 

remainder of this year. The class that raises the most (at least $750) will receive a free lunch from Olive Garden. Find out more 

or get started at http://events.lls.org/pages/il/Concordia-Lutheran-School-Peoria-2018. Please join our Hero Squad and fight 

cancer!  

 

Concordia is still collecting money for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s fight against cancer. As of last Friday, we have  

collected over $720! So far Mrs. Mantick’s kindergarten class is in the lead with $281! Let’s see if another class can catch up 

and add to the school total!  

 

Please join our Hero Squad and fight cancer! 

http://events.lls.org/pages/il/Concordia-Lutheran-School-Peoria-2018 

“ 

Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40b 

Opportunities to Help 

Missions 

http://events.lls.org/pages/il/Concordia-Lutheran-School-Peoria-2018


 

MUSIC CONTEST   
The Concert Band and Concert Choir will be participating in the IGSMA Organizational Contest on Friday, February 23 at Ger-
mantown Hills MS.  Transportation will be provided to contest but parents must pick up students after the performance.  Please 
keep the Concert Band & Choir students in your prayers as they utilize their musical talents to the best of their ability!  
 
CLS SUNDAY    
The final CLS Sunday of the school year will be on Sunday, March 18 at Trinity Lutheran Church.  The Concert Band, Concert 
Choir & Chamber Orchestra will participate in the 8:00 A.M. service and pre-service for the 10:30 A.M. service.  Be sure to wear 
your maroon that morning to show your Concordia Pride! 
 
CONCERT CHOIR SINGS   
The Concert Choir will participate in the 11:15 A.M. Lenten service at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church on Wednesday, March 14.   
Parent drivers are needed and lunch will be provided. 
 
CAN RECYCLING   
The Marching Cougars encourage you to save all of your aluminum cans and donate them to the band.  Collection boxes are 
located in the school Commons.  Thanks! 
 
Upcoming FAD Events: 
Feb. 23  IGSMA Organizational Contest – Concert Band 3:30 P.M. & Concert Choir 4:15 P.M. 
Mar. 10  IGSMA Solo & Ensemble Contest @ ICC East Campus 
Mar. 14  Concert Choir sings @ Mt. Calvary 11:15 A.M. Lenten Service 
Mar. 18  CLS Sunday @ Trinity Lutheran Church 8:00 A.M. service & pre-service 10:30 A.M. 
Mar. 23  Illinois Lutheran Honor Band Festival @ CLS 6:00 P.M. concert open to public 

 

MONDAY  —  Hamburger or cheeseburger, French fries, seasoned carrot coins, grape cup, apple crisp 

TUESDAY  —  Cheesy quesadilla, fiesta rice, corn, Mandarin oranges, salsa and sour cream 

WEDNESDAY  —  Sloppy Joes, potato wedges, baked beans, orange smiles 

THURSDAY  —  Sausage pizza, side salad, baby carrots with dip, fresh fruit salad 

FRIDAY  —  Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes with gravy, green beans, applesauce, fresh roll 

Cougar News Lunch Menu 

Fine Arts 



Did you miss out on using Scrip this year?  It’s never too late to start.  Remember – you can do whatever you want with your 
half of the profits – credit for fall tuition, lunch payments, or a nice nest egg for your summer vacation. The Scrip year ends on 
May 1st – so start shopping!! 
 
Remember we have many retailers that we can purchase cards from – see shopwithscrip.com for a full listing that shows what 
is available across the country.  
 

HOW TO ORDER 

Online  at Concordia.scriporder.com 

In the front office  Monday or Friday from 8:15 - 9:00 A.M., or Thursday from 3:15 - 4:00 P.M. 

Send To School With Your Child  include your order form and payment 

Trinity Lutheran Church  Sunday morning from 9:30 - 10:30 A.M. 

 
Call Kim Vietti at (309) 453 - 4229 or email Kimberly,vietti@icc.edu with questions (even on the weekend). 

Be Respectful  Be Responsible  Be Safe 
Come ready for academic success 

Only act in a very respectful manner 

Use the JOY model (Jesus-Others-You) 

Give my gift and talents back to God 

Accept responsibility for my words and actions 

Respect the differences in others 

Show God’s love to everyone I meet 
 

WINTER SPORTS RECOGNITION NIGHT 

Our winter sport athletes and coaches will be recognized on Tuesday, March 6th at 6:00 P.M. in the CLS Commons. 

 

UPCOMING GAMES 

2/25 Boys Basketball GLSAAA Tournament 

 

TRACK AND FIELD 

February 27th  Concordia Track and Field Parent Meeting at 5:30 P.M. 

Join us for this informational meeting if your 5th - 8th grade student is interested in Track and Field. 

Athletics 

It’s not fundraising… It’s TUITION SAVINGS! 

SCRIP 


