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It is my mission to meet each student where
they are and to help them to use their God-given
talents to become life-long learners and
followers of Jesus Christ.

| believe all children have the right to learn in a
3 supportive, caring, engaging environment where
they feel safe to explore new concepts. | provide
students with a variety of learning opportunities
3 using best practice and individual attention to
support their needs academically, physically and
spiritually.

Religion

We have Religion class four days a week and
school-wide Chapel on Thursdays. Our third
graders are growing as disciples of Christ as they
memorize God’s Word through weekly memory
work and study God’s Word in class. Through the
curriculum, published by Concordia Publishing
House, third grade students see God’s grace and
the joy of Jesus in their daily lives, as we study the
Bible and the Six Chief Parts of Luther's Small
Catechism. As we build their Biblical foundation,
we also encourage our students to serve others as
Jesus served them.
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Social Studies

We cover 4 Units in Social Studies in 3rd Grade. In Unit 1
Geography we discuss where in the world our community
is and how geography affects our community. We also talk
about how Native Americans adapted to the environment
long ago. Unit 2 History we learn about settling in the
United States and how our communities are diverse
because they are made up of cultures from around the
world. Unit 3 is about Economics. We discuss how we buy
and sell things and why prices change in our economy. We
will discuss how God instructs us to be good stewards of
the monetary gifts that He has given us and why it is
important to save money. The last Unit that we cover in 3rd
grade is on Civics where we discuss public services, how
our government is set up and how we can help the world
around us.
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Reading

In addition to our shared readings, comprehension
3 building and, vocabulary development in our Into
_ Reading curriculum, we have several novel studies
Ll throughout the year. We start the year The
O 1D - Chocolate Touch and celebrate with a chocolate
! ' | partyin class. We read the classic book The
3 Nutcracker and compare and contrast several
versions of the book in addition to the ballet
version. Second semester we read The Little House
3 in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder. We learn
about pioneer life and even build models of
pioneer homes and covered wagons. We will
3 finish the year out reading The Lemonade War by
Jacqueline Davies. This novel ties in nicely to our
economics unit in social studies. We even get to
run our own classroom lemonade stand.
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Language Arts

3 ) We work on our writing skills a lot in 3rd grade. We
will build upon those great paragraph writing

7 skills introduced in 1st and 2nd grade and start
- @ — exploring how we can expand on those skills to

write multi-paragraph essays. We also practice
writing responses to what we have read and how
to give details that back up our ideas.

We start the year off with a unit on Engineering.
We discuss the engineering process and how to
define problems so that we can design solutions
to those problems. In Units 2 and 3 we explore
Physics with our study of forces and motion. Units
4 and 5 have us learning about living organisms
and their life cycles and inherited traits. We will
learn how organisms adapt to their environments.
In this unit we will get to observe part of a
chicken's life cycle first hand, as we incubate and
watch chicks hatch from eggs! We end the year
studying about fossils and weather. F
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Third grade math is all about
multiplication and division. The first half of
the year students will understand
multiplication and division strategies and
work on fact fluency using the XtraMath
program on their Chromebook. The
second half of the year we talk about
fractions, area and perimeter, and reading
and interpreting different kinds of graphs.

Music is considered a core subject here at Concordia. As
such, students receive two dedicated 30-minute music
3 classes each week with our Classroom Music Teacher,
Mr. Hipple. The 3-5th grade classes spend one class
ﬂ period each week learning either recorder or ukulele.
3 The other class period is used to prepare studens for
chapel by singing the chosen songs for the week,
prepare music for concerts, learn music theory, and
3 other special topics like puppetry or instrument
creation. Starting in 4th grade, students have the
opportunity to join our school band program.

Technology

Third Grade Technology class begins with formal
keyboarding (touch typing) instruction and

3 practice. Lego robotics finds students working
on more difficult builds which leads to a better
understanding of gears and sensors and their

3 purpose within a build. Students will continue to
work with Office applications and learn new
aspects of formatting and page/slide design.
Hyperlinking within a non-linear presentation in

3 Powerpoint is a new skill. Coding and digital

citizenship topics continue to be emphasized
aspects of the curriculum.

Spanish \

' students receive two 30-minute classes each week.
3 {4 Building on the vocabulary and structures from
previous years students dive into talking more about
__l food, mealtimes, dinnerware and silverware, and eating
3 in a restaurant. Special units throughout the year teach
students about various spanish-speaking regions and
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customs. Learning is based on the principles of TPRS®
3 = or teaching proficiency through reading and
storytelling. The goal is to provide comprehensible
A7—71 input working towards acquisition rather than
memorization.




