What does Christ-Centered mean?

Christ is the Center of all things. For He is:

e Before all things.
God’s Word that created and ordered everything in existence.
The Life giver and Sustainer.
Risen from the dead after dying on the cross for our sin.
Savior of all who believe in Him by grace through faith.
The One who reconciles all creation to the Father.
The Light that overcomes the darkness of sin and death.
Wisdom and the Source of all knowledge.
The Image of true God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
The Head of the body of Christ, the church.

To be Christ-centered is to:
e Receive Christ through His Word & Sacraments and become His disciple.
e Daily live out our baptism into His death and resurrection through repentance and faith.
e Trust in the forgiveness, life, and salvation He gives to us by grace through faith.
e Grow in God’s grace and the knowledge that He is the ultimate and eternal fulfillment of all truth,
goodness, and beauty.
Confess our faith.
e Bear the fruit of His Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.
e Serve Him by loving our neighbor as ourselves.

Summary statement: To be Christ-centered is to receive Christ by grace through faith and respond in
faith.

Scripture References
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. * He was in

the beginning with God. * All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made
that was made. * In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. ° The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.

Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. '® For by Him all things
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him. '” And He is before all things, and in Him
all things hold together. '® And He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything He might be preeminent. '° For in Him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, ?° and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of His cross.

Romans 6:3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
His death? * We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Romans 10:9-10 Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with
the mouth one confesses and is saved.

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Matthew 22:37: And He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind. * This is the great and first commandment. ** And a second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”



